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In the past year, LGH has transformed. We’ve rebranded, moved offices, and launched a new

business to provide long-term financial support for our programs and other mission work. That

said, we still have the same heart and the same unwavering commitment to developing the

great leaders that our communities deserve. In this year’s annual report, we are excited to share

the intention and purpose behind these changes, as they are foundational to our future growth

and evolution as an organization that helps leaders create inclusive and vibrant communities. 

Leaders Grow Here
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LGH is honored to have so many program alumni serving on our board of directors.

Sara Allen 

Liany E. Arroyo

Adam M. Barbash
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Steven Fast
Third Age Initiative, Class 16
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The Connecticut Forum
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Standard Builders, Inc

Larisa Kottke - President & CEO
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New Home!Our long-time home at 30 Laurel Street
was sold by United Way of Central and
Northeastern Connecticut this summer.
Although it was bittersweet to leave our
neighborhood, we are so excited to have
moved into Connecticut Public’s Hartford
office in Asylum Hill. We share our new
space with many other nonprofit partners
who share our commitment to local impact.
In our new building, we share space with
CPTV, WNPR, CT Mirror, World Affairs
Council, Hartford Performs, The CT
Museum of Culture and History, and
Hartford Land Bank. More tenants are
likely to join us soon, and we are thrilled to
have such a welcoming and community-
oriented new home.

New Look!
Our new look is inspired by our desire to center our brand on the leaders we

develop. LGH is an organization that helps leaders develop and grow in ways that
benefit our local community. We are a place-specific organization that cares

deeply about Connecticut’s capital region, and about activating and unleashing
the leadership potential of our residents, at all stages of life. 

 With our new branding (thanks to our friends at GO), we can say so much, even
in a small space. We have retained our three colors, paying homage to our past

while updating to a modernized palette. These colors represent our three pillars
of community, leadership, and connections, and they also converge - much in the

same way that LGH programs bring folks of all identities and experiences 
together to develop and learn. The arrow depicts the growth of our leaders, and

each letter supports the other - an intentional reference to the importance of
connection and servant leadership. 

 Our new tagline, “Leaders Grow Here,” reinforces the local nature of our
leadership development work and our new logo has been incorporated into each

of our program brands so that every LGH program is always connected to our
organization, mission, and vision. 
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OLD LOGO

NEW LOGO
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The new business we have launched this year is the Level-Up Leadership Certification
Program. Level-Up is a multi-phase leadership development program designed to serve
cohorts and teams within larger institutions, municipalities, state agencies, and
businesses. It will transform their cultures and help train the next generation of leaders. 
 
We know that companies are struggling with generational transitions in leadership, how
to build and sustain company culture in hybrid environments, and how to inclusively
support team members as whole humans, with rich lives and responsibilities, both
outside of work and within. Level-Up is designed to help organizations address all of
these issues and create environments where employees and companies can both thrive. 
 
We are grateful for the training and support provided by the Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving to help us build this new business for LGH. Through their Social
Enterprise Accelerator program, we’ve developed a rigorous business plan, and a robust
program curriculum that will help transform the client companies we work with, while
also providing vital and sustainable financial resources to the rest of LGH. These
resources ensure that we can offer scholarships to BIPOC program participants for LGH
Quest and LGH Executive Orientation, that the Third Age Initiative™ can continue to be
provided at no cost to participants, and that we can continue to subsidize our small
nonprofits and small businesses when they want to enroll employees in our programs,
even if they don’t have budgeted funding available. 
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WE COLLECTIVELY ACHIEVED OUR INITIAL GOAL OF $30,000,
RESULTING IN A TOTAL AWARD OF $60,523 TO-DATE FOR US TO
LAUNCH OUR LEVEL-UP CONSULTING & TRAINING PROGRAM!

EVERY CONTRIBUTION MADE A DIFFERENCE.

TO EVERYONE THAT DONATED TO OUR SOCIAL ENTERPRISE INITIATIVE 
WITH THE GENEROUS DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR MATCH FROM THE

Sara and Kris Allen
Michael Avicolli
Marissa Badgley

Ted and Jane Carroll
CIL

Christine Davis
Peter DeLisle

Emmy and Steve Fast
Maura Fitzgerald

Mark Fox
Rev. Darrell Goodwin
Goodwin University

Jeff Hines
Jennie Hirsch
Chris Jackson

Dwayne Jackson
Alexa Keener

Kaylan Adair and Chris Kottke
Evan Buchberger and Larisa Kottke

Jon and Lenna Kottke

Maggie LaLima
David McCluskey
Maria McKinley
Janine McMahon

Erica Mitchell
Sandra Needham
Jennifer Obregon
Preksha Palmer

Mar Parsaye
William R. Peelle, Jr.

Sarah Poriss
Tisa Rabun-Marshall

Chelsea Ross
Jen and Christian Sager

Michelle Strawder
Chad Turner
Marcia Wyvill

Ira Yellen
Mana Zarinejad

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE FOUNDATIONAL
FUND DONORS

Thank you!
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Quest, Connecticut’s flagship community
leadership development program, is a 10-
month program serving high-performing,
mid-career professionals across various

sectors to help them grow in their careers
and in our community. 

77% 
of participants are more actively engaged

in the community after program
participation

Executive Orientation Program (EOP) is a five-
session, 20-hour primer that gives new-to-market

executives and senior level professionals an insider’s
look at the Greater Hartford region, and fosters

connections with fellow executives across business,
educational, nonprofit and civic organizations.

35
executives served in 

2023 and 2024

The Third Age Initiative™ (TAI) is a year-long
program for current and soon-to-be retirees and older

adults to support healthy aging, longevity and
enhance the quality of life in their communities

through purposeful engagement and collaboration. 

437
participants across 17 classes; 

47 towns represented, with 
24% Hartford residents

Program Highlights
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Leaders on Board connects Greater Hartford’s
talented professionals and community nonprofits.
LGH trains individuals in board governance and

nonprofit organizational structure to prepare them
for and match them with interesting and

innovative nonprofits.

1,000+
individuals placed on

more than 200 nonprofit
boards since 2009

Consulting & Training provides customizable training
engagements that enrich staff development, seize

opportunities, and resolve complex workplace challenges.
From leadership development and coaching, to strategic
planning, team building and organizational effectiveness,
our team is here to tailor trainings and workshops that will

transform you and your organization. 

27
clients in 57 weeks,
59% are nonprofits
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Polaris

Leadership Breakfast

On June 4, 2024, at Infinity Music Hall Hartford, we
celebrated our 21st Annual Polaris Awards. Polaris brings

the Greater Hartford community together to honor
exemplary, and often unsung, leaders, organizations, and

initiatives that serve as guiding lights in our region. 

2024 Polaris Award Winners: 
Leadership: 

Community: 

Connections: 

Thea Montañez, Former Chief Operating Officer, City of Hartford

Charter Oak Boxing Academy

Janine D. McMahon, JDM Global Leadership Coaching & Consulting

The 2023 Inaugural Leadership
Breakfast exemplified LGH’s

dedication to cultivating strong,
collaborative leadership throughout

the region. Held on November 1,
2023, the inaugural event gathered

influential community leaders,
corporate partners, and supporters

for an engaging morning of dialogue
and networking. Attendees explored

the critical role leadership plays in
addressing the challenges facing

Greater Hartford, while also
celebrating the  ongoing efforts to

empower individuals and
organizations. 
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Financials

2022 
Statement of Activities

Support + Revenue 

NET $167,472

Program Revenue      $214,821
Grant Support $431,574
Contract Income        $172,602
Contributions 
Special Events 
Dues 

$138,785
$61,855
$14,808

In-Kind Donations     $35,000
Other $11,375
TOTAL Support + Revenue $1,080,820

Expenses

Program Services        $629,540
Support Services:
Management + 
General 
Fundraising 
TOTAL Expenses 

$177,194
$102,378

$909,112 
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 Management
and General,

20%

 Fundraising,
 11%

Program
Services,

69%

Revenue Expenses

2023 
Statement of Activities

Support + Revenue 

NET ($259,745)

Program Revenue      $224,210
Grant Support $37,00
Contract Income        $165,594
Contributions 
Special Events 
Dues 

$115,241
$88,320
$14,179

In-Kind Donations     $34,500
Other $13,308
TOTAL Support + Revenue $692,352

Expenses

Program Services       $655,420
Support Services:
Management + 
General 
Fundraising 
TOTAL Expenses 

$188,034
$108,643

$952,097

2023 



A L U M N I

Sponsors

Thank you to our generous sponsors for your commitment to LGH. Your support
enables us to continue our mission of developing leaders and strengthening our

community. We are truly grateful for your partnership and look forward to
achieving even more together!
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Glenda Adesokan
Leonard D. Albert
McKinley & Justin Albert
Amal Ali
Sara & Kris Allen
Chrystyna Andrychowski
Anne Stanback and Charlotte Kinlock Fund
Anonymous 
Peter Arakas
Tara Arnold
Shelly Aronson 
Liany Arroyo
Caroline Austin
Michael Avicolli
George Bacall
Karen & Jim Bachman
Marissa Badgley
Nancy Ball
Katy O'Leary & Jim Bannister
Barbara Nimmich and Scott MacCloy Fund
Adam Barbash
Joe Barber
Stephen Bayer
Stephanie Begen
Wayne Benjamin
Sarah Bodley
Paula Bokros
Francesca Borges Gordon
John Brancato
David & Ann Brandwein
Nadine Brennan
Rebecca Brockway
Michele Maccarone Brophy
David Brown
Judy Brown
Jeffrey Brown
Urana Brown
Larisa Kottke & Evan Buchberger
Jennifer Jainer & Thomas Buchberger
Budd Family Fund
Paul Bush
Ryan Calhoun
Peter Callahan
Ted & Jane Carroll
Michael Caruso
Julia Casey
Janet Castricum
Betsy Ceriello
Cheryl O. Champagne
Barbara Chatfield
Lohithaksha Chengappa
Mario & Lydia Chiappetti
Tony Ciccone
Jennifer Clark
Leslie Clark
Marian Clarke
Arleen Cohen
Russell Coleman
Thomas Condon
Chris Conway
Peter & Helen Cooperman
Tara Copes
Rick Costello
Leticia Cotto
Dr. John Crouch
Margaret Crowley
Glenn Cunningham
Christie Davis
Thulani Davis
Virginia de Lima
Maggie De Vito
Erica Dean
Brenda DelGado
Peter DeLisle
Caroline Dlugos
Bernard Dowd
Jim & Ivy Doyle
Paul & Sheila Dworkin
Michele & Steven Dyson
Barbara Edelheit
Chris Edge
Lee C. & Virginia P. Erdmann
Isabel & Johannes Evelein
Emmy & Steven Fast
Ryan Faulkner
Henry Feder
Ann Ferris
Daniel Fine
Laura Fish-Kelly

Bob Fishman
Evelyn Fishman
Maura Fitzgerald
Theodore L. Fleming lll
Edward Foley
John F. Foley
David W. Forrest
Mary-Jane Foster
Nora & Mark Fox
Lawrence Fox
Tammy Freeberg
Stephen Frenkel
Vivienne Friday
Richard Frieder
Rachel Garron
M. Alex Geertsma
Cynthia Gentry
Lynda George
Anne Gerard
Mark Gilbert
Bob Giles
Stephen Girimonti
Dennis Glynn
Dennis Glynn
Justin Gonet
Elsie Gonzalez
Rev. Darrell Goodwin
Jane Gordon
Randy & Cindy Gowdy
Freddie Graves
Juliet Greenblatt
Abigail Guo
Lois B. Hager
Greg Hammond
E. Gary Hance
Thomas J. Hanley
Karen & Dennis Hannigan
Harold L. Wyman Foundation
Marye Gail Harrison
Jennifer Harvey
Eva Hausman
Suzanne Heise
Debbie Henault
Sheryl Andrine Henry
Doe Hentschel
Victor Herson
Stephanie Hertz
Aristede Hill
Dr. Jeffrey Hines
Jennie Hirsch
Jennifer Hockenhull
Alyssa Horrall
Katherine J. Hunlock
Kevin Hutt
Jeffrey Hyams
Cheryl Hyatt
Marlene Ibsen
Dwayne Jackson
Geneva Jackson
Christopher A. Jackson
Jackson-Batchelder Family Fund
Jacqueline Jacoby
Jason Jakubowski
Janice and David Klein Fund
Joe Jarmon
Marie Jarry
Karen A. Jason
Kathryn Joerg
Marilyn Johnston
Jane Katch
Leah Katz
Eliza Katz
Michael Keating
Maura Keating
Alexa Keener
Timothy Kelly
Robert Kimball
Ben Klein
Michael Klein
Daniel Kleinman
Graham Kobs
Kaylan Adair & Christopher Kottke
Jon & Lenna Kottke
Steven Kovatch
Mary Ellen Kowalewski
Louise R. Kraft
Thomas Kyzivat
Angela LaBella
Danielle Ladd

Maggie LaLima
Garry Lapidus
Chris Larsen Nelson
Andrew Lattimer
Sarah Leathers
Sandra A. Lee
William Leikin
Marian Leist
Thomas R. Lipscomb
Brandy Little
Robert Loomis
Karen Lott
Kerwin Low
Leslie Low
Kathleen Lynch
David MacDonald
Shruti Mallik
Mae Maloney
Laura Marin
Adam Marks
Andrew Marocchini
Barbara Martin
Ray Maselek
Beth Pite & Paul McCary
David McCluskey
Christopher McCormick
Patience McDowell
Carolyn McKenna
Maria McKinley
Adam McLaughlin
Tariq McMahon
Janine McMahon
Sherrye McManus
Ken McManus
John McNamara
Nikoleta McTigue
Linda J. Mead
Kathi Meding
David Megaw
Natalie Mendes
Kenneth Mendoza
Edwin Meyer
Larry Milan
Nicole Miller
Erica Mitchell
Elaine Mobley
Matthew Mocarsky
Danielle Moghadam
Thea Montañez
Philip Moore
Joy Morse
Thomas F. Mullaney, Jr.
Patsy Mundy
Kelly Muszynski
David Naspo
Sandra Needham
Chris Nelson
Monique Nelson
Wilfredo Nieves
Dan Noonan
Alexander Norris
Ruth Nye
Jennifer Obregon
Stephanie Okeefe
Erik Oliver
Mary Onidi
John Opeka
Rita Ortiz
Preksha Palmer
Mar Parsaye
William R. Peelle
Jeannine & Nick Pettinico
Barbara Pickett
Leslie Pickman
Karishma Pinto
Shirley Pippins
Allan Polak
Laurence & Lynn Pollack
Sarah Poriss
Lindsay Prospect
Celine Provini
Bridget Quinn
Tisa Rabun-Marshall
Martey S. Rhine
Katelyn Rice Wasielewski
Robert Richards
Stephen & Susan Ristau
Marcia Rogers
Tom Rollins

Gilda Roncari
Roberto & Rosaida Rosario
Gary S. Rose
Chelsea Ross
Mark Rubin
Thomas Sabin
Jennifer & Christian Sager
Danielle Sandler
Shiri Sandler
Andre Santiago
Gabrielle P. Savary
Carole Savitsky
Carole Schloss
Ronald & Judy Schlossberg
Scott Schoem
Hank Schwartz
Kent Schwendy
Patricia A. Scully
Marcia Seabury
Ted & Ellen See
Deanne Shapiro
Charles Shivery
Meher Shulman
Jose Sierra
Sue & Barry Simon
Deborah Slater
Ruth & Gilbert Small
Lloyd & Mavis Smith
Ann R. Smith
Penny Smith
Jack Soos
South Congregational Church
Marie M. Spivey
Jonathan Sporn
Maureen Staunton
Tamara Stein
Jade Stoltz
Michelle Strawder
Fred & Pat Swan
Michael Swanson
Wendy Swift
Loretta Symons
Dena Tabaczynski
Sam Tapper
Margaret Taylor
Allan & Sally Taylor
Ryan Taylor
Bianca Tejada-Castillo
The Betty Knox Foundation
The Clarion Group
The Dornam Foundation
The Mathews Family
The Paula and Norbert Eisen and Charlotte
and Milton Yass Fund
Matthew Tobin
Yvette Bello & Ilka Torres
Jane Torrey
Heather Tory Dougherty
David & Catherine Tracy
Ashlee & Joe Trelli
Thomas & Dougie Trumble
Chad Turner
Melinda S. Valencia
Julie Wagner
Dayl Walker
Hollie Ward
Abby Warren
Timothy Warren
Linda Wayman
Jennifer Wheeler
Olivia White
Jeff Whitten
Jay Williams
Kimalee Williams
Mary A. Williams
Harriet Winograd
Sandy Wiseman
Marcia Wyvill
Ira W. Yellen
YHB Charitable Endowment
Ryan Young
Katherine Zakreski
Mana Zarinejad
Catherine Zeiner
Barry Zemel
Josh Zemel
Larry Zemel
Michael Zemel
Noah Zemel
Aaron Zucker

We thank our dedicated
donors for your

invaluable support of

From January, 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024



To develop, connect and inspire diverse and effective
leaders to build inclusive, vibrant communities.

COMMUNITY  .  LEADERSHIP  .  CONNECTIONS

Visit our website for more details and to stay
updated on LGH events.

Interested in sponsoring one or more of LGH’s events? 
Contact Larisa at Larisa.Kottke@leadershipgh.org


